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Top 10 Benefits of Giving to United Way!
#1  Local ~ All dollars stay locally in Worcester, Wicomico, Somerset & Dorchester Counties and the organization is not nationally but locally governed by local volunteer leaders.
#2  Stewardship ~ The local United Way spends hundreds of hours every year to ensure every contribution is directed to programs that are efficient and able to demonstrate measurable results. Additionally, each year United Way analyzes all the agency budgets, audits, tax forms and then visits every agency to see programs in action first hand.
#3  Accountability ~ The United Way maintains the highest level of accountability to ensure they are in compliance with all state, federal, local and non-profit standards. They also have 22% administrative costs…well below the national average of 35% for charities.
#4  Efficiency ~ The local United Way provides services for the Lower Shore’s four counties with a total staff of 5 employees. Additionally, they save the non-profit community thousands of hours in fundraising efforts and dollars which allows the agencies to concentrate on helping our neighbors in need instead of fundraising all year long.
#5  Impact ~ The local United Way was able to touch over 100,000 Lower Shore residents in 2008…and is the best way to make the most difference for the most people. Outside of government, United Way is the largest provider of funds and services now totaling $1,135,000 in the year ahead.
#6  Focused ~ United Way focuses all of its resources to programs that 1) Help children & youth succeed 2) Provide emergency assistance for those in crisis and 3) Ensure critical support to our aging neighbors.
#7  Payroll Deduction ~ Through payroll deduction, United Way makes the opportunity to give back to the community both convenient and affordable.
#8  Designations ~ Although 89% of local donors choose not to designate to a specific United Way agency, the option is available for those who give $100 or more. Plus, if an employee wishes to designate their gift of any size to their hometown (such as Sussex County or the Eastern Shore of Virginia) their contribution will be directed as they wish.
#9  Leadership ~ The veteran staff leadership has a combined 44 years serving our community through the local United Way and other non profit organizations…and the Board of Directors is comprised of 29 experienced leadership volunteers representing all four counties.

#10  Incentives & Recognition ~ Thanks to PNC Bank and First Shore Federal Savings & Loan, all donors who are able to contribute at least $500 have a chance to win a large screen Plasma TV and Sound System. Those who contribute at least $250 have a chance to win $1,000 worth of Gas cards, and both levels are honored in the Annual Report, and invited to special recognition events…all thanks to the generosity of these two great banks. Additionally, all are recognized with personalized letters to further show how valued every donor is to the local United Way.
